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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  19 60 


Public  Health  Department, 
1 ,  The  Tything, 
Worcester. 


August,  1961. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hartley  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  31 st  December,  i960. 

It  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  were  no  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease  during  the  year,  and  the  general  health  of  the  population 
remains  very  satisfactory.  There  have,  however,  been  two  main  problems 
which  have  occupied  my  attention  during  the  last  f ew  years. 

The  first  is  the  housing  situation.  A  review  of  the  Housing  List  was 
made  during  i960  and  this  showed  that  there  were  over  I50  applicants  on  the 
list.  It  was  also  estimated  that  there  are  an  average  of  83  new  applications 
every  year.  Over  the  past  five  years  eight  old  people's  bungalows  have 
been  built  to  aid  progress  with  slum  clearance.  Forty-six  dwellings  have 
been  dealt  with  over  the  last  six  years,  towards  a  target  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  unfit  houses  as  disclosed  in  a  1955  survey.  It  was  hoped  to  deal 
with  these  unfit  houses  by  I965.  The  Minister  in  his  recent  circular  on 
the  economic  situation  has  stated  that  priority  should  continue  to  be  given 
for  slum  clearance  and  accommodation  for  the  elderly.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  cater  for  the  elderly  in  various  parts  of  the  District  and  I  am 
certain  that  more  strenuous  efforts  should  now  be  made  to  replace  some  of 
the  poorer  property  by  new  dwellings.  The  need  for  two  or  three  bedroom 
Council  houses  for  young  married  couples  with  children  continues  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Council.  It  is  my  impression  that  these  applicants 
are  being  forced  to  live  outside  the  District,  or  occupy  caravans  which  are 
generally  most  unsuitable  as  permanent  living  accommodation.  If  housing 
accommodation  cannot  be  provided  for  them  then  it  is  suggested  the  Council 
might  consider  operating  a  residential  caravan  site.  Wherever  one  or  two 
vans  on  a  site  are  licensed  for  permanent  occupation  the  Model  Standards 
have  to  be  lowered  to  such  an  extent  that  the  facilities  provided  are 
inadequate.  Furthermore ,  stringent  action  could  be  taken  against 
unauthorised  caravans  if  the  Council  had  a  site  where  alternative  accommodation 
was  available. 

The  second  problem  concerns  the  services  available  for  old  people. 

More  and  more  old  people  are  living  alone,  many  of  whom  are  unable  to  look 
after  themselves  properly.  The  relatives  should  accept  responsibility  for 
them  and  generally  do  so  in  country  districts,  but  I  encounter  more  and  more 
cases  where  there  are  no  relatives,  or  they  are  far  away.  The  County  Health 
and  Welfare  Departments  carry  a  heavy  burden  of  responsibility  in  caring  for 
these  old  people  which  is  often  made  more  difficult  by  a  failure  to  accept 
help  when  offered. 

At  a  recent  conference  on  the  subject  at  the  Shirehall,  the  proposed 
recommendation  was  that  District  Old  Feoples  Welfare  Committees  should  be  set 
up  and  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  duty  of  visiting  should  be  delegated 
to  the  Parishes.  This  is  certainly  going  to  be  a  big  problem  in  a  scattered 
rural  district  such  as  Hartley. 


I  would  like  to  thank  the  past  Chairman  (Dr.  B.G-.  Goodwin)  for  the 
courtesy  and  consideration  he  has  shown  to  me  during  his  term  of  office, 
and  also  the  Surv^or  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  Spencer  Stephens. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


STAT 1ST ICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  ON  THE  AREA 

Tho  Rural  District  of  Hartley,  comprising  52,823  acres  is  predominantly 
agricultural  in  character  and  lies  to  the  West  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

The  River  Teme  runs  through  the  District  dividing  it  into  two  parts.  The 
chief  industry  is  agriculture  and  the  District  is  one  of  the  most  important 
fruit  and  hop  growing  areas  in  the  country.  Each  year  the  hop  picking  season 
attracts  large  numbers  of  people  to  the  District.  These  come  mainly  from 
the  Black  Country. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres . . . 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (31 st  March  I96I ) 
according  to  Rate  Books  . 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April  i960) . 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate . 


52,823 

3,955 
£91 ,762 
£373.  1.  11. 


Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  i960)  12,180 


Males  Females 

Live  Births 

Legitimate. .  93  72 

Illegitimate  . . .  5  7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period 


Total 


1 65 
12 
6.8 

14.9 

17.1 


Still  Births 

Legit imate ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  “  2 

Illegitimate  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Rate  per  1 ,000  England  and  Wales  total  live  and  still  births 


2 

11.2 

19.8 


Deaths 

Prom  all  causes .  66  62 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 


Legitimate . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Illegitimate  . 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


128 

10.2 

11.5 


2 

11.3 

12.1 

Nil 

21.9 


1 

5.6 

15.6 

Nil 

Nil 


3. 


Analysis  of  Infant  Deaths  and  Still  Births  1950  -  i960 


Table  I  -  Infant  Mortality  Rate  -  per  1 ,000  related  live  births 


I 

j  Year 

No.  of 
: Deaths 

Rate  for 

Hartley  R.D.  ;  England  &  Wales] 

1950 

21.05 

29.6 

1951 

5 

25.25 

29.7 

1952 

8 

38.0 

27.6 

1953 

7 

33.65 

26.8 

1954 

8 

45.7 

25.4 

19  55 

4 

23.8 

24.9 

1956 

9 

53.2 

23.8 

1957 

6 

29.O 

23.1 

1958 

6 

36.1 

22.5 

1959 

5 

0 

24.4 

22.0 

i960 

2 

11.3 

21.7 

Table  II  -  Stillbirths  per  1 ,000  Total  live  and  still  births 


No .  of 

i 

Rate  for 

Year 

Deaths 

'Hartley  R.D. 

j  England  &  Wales 

1950 

5 

25.6 

22.6 

1951 

3 

14.9 

23.0 

1952 

5 

23.5 

22.7 

1953 

2 

9.5 

22.4 

1954 

4 

22.4 

23.5 

1955 

3 

17.8 

23.1 

1956 

4 

23.1 

23.0 

1957 

6 

28.1 

22.5 

1958 

4 

23.5 

21.6 

1959 

9 

42.0  j 

20.7 

i960 

2 

i 

11.2 

l 

19.7 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  both  the  Infant  L'ortality  and  Still¬ 
birth  Hates  are  low  this  year.  This  results  in  a  Perinatal  Mortality 
Rate  of  17.0  for  i960  compared  with  6O.7  for  Hartley  and  34.2  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1959. 


4. 


Causes  of  Death  as  Classified  by  the  Registrar  General 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease . . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  Infections . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

Measles.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

Cancer  of  Stomach . 

Cancer  of  Lung  . 

Cancer  of  Breast . 

Cancer  of  Uterus  . 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites.  ... 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

Other  heart  disease . 

Other  circulatory  disease.  ... 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

Hyperplasia  of  Postrate . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

Congenital  malformations . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

All  other  accidents . 

Suic ide .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war. . 


Male  s  Females 

2 


2 

4 

6 

1 

6 

19 

3 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

66 


1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

8 

10 

19 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 


3 

1 

1 

62 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


( a)  Laboratory  Services 

Laboratory  services  are  provided  at  laboratories  situated  at  the  County 
Buildings  and  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Y/orcester. 

(b)  Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  ambulance  station 
which  serves  the  District  is  situated  in  Worcester.  The  Hospital  Car 
Service,  manned  in  most  cases  by  volunteers,  is  used  to  supplement  the 
ambulance  service . 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  are  conveyed  to  hospital  in 
special  ambulances  which  are  statxoned  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

( c)  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council.  In  most  instances  in 
the  Rural  District  this  work  is  done  by  the  District  Nurse/Midwife,  who  is 
also  the  Health  Visitor.  Five  District  Nurse/Midwives  are  working  in  the 
District  full-time  and  two  part-time . 

(d)  Hospitals 

The  District  is  served  by  general  hospitals  in  Y/orcester  and  Kidderminster. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  Newtown  Isolation  Hospital, 
Worcester. 

Maternity  cases  can  be  admitted  to  hospitals  at  Y/orcester,  Bromsgrove 
and  Stourport. 

Sanatoria  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  situated  in 
Y/orcester,  Malvern  and  Knightwick. 

(e)  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

The  District  is  served  by  the  following  clinics: - 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport. 

Open  every  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  1.30  p.m. 

Coventry  Street,  Kidderminster. 

Open  every  Monday  in  the  month  at  2  p.m. 

Infant  Y/elfare  Clinics 

Parish  Hall,  Hallow 

Open  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2  p.m. 

Club  Room,  Bell  Inn,  Broadheath 

Open  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Chantry  School,  Hartley 

Open  on  second  Y/edne sday  in  the  month  at  2  p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Alfrick 

Open  on  the  third  Friday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Parish  Hall,  Clifton-on-Teme 

Open  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

N.B.-  Mothers  and  babies  are  now  transported  to  this  Clinic  from  the 
Shelsleys  by  Ambulance  car. 

Memorial  Hall,  Leigh 

Open  on  the  second  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

6. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  (Cont'd.) 


Village  Hall,  G-reat  Witley 

Open  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  every  other  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
Village  Hall,  Little  Witley 

Open  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  every  other  month  at  3. 30  p.m. 
Village  Hall,  Shravvley 

Open  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  every  other  month  at  2  p.m. 
Parish  Room,  Holt 

Open  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  every  other  month  at  3  p.m. 
Parish  Hall,  Rushwick 

Open  on  the  first  Thursday  of  every  month  at  2  p.m. 


(f )  Vaecination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  can  he  carried  out,  free  of  charge,  by  the  patient's  own 
doctor  or  at  the  County  Council  clinics.  It  is  now  standard  practice  to 
offer  combined  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  at  1+-6 
months  old  and  a  booster  dose  at  5  years. 

The  following  innoculations  were  done  during  the  year:- 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  (including  Whooping  Cough) 

Number  of  children  who  received  the  full  course  of  immunisation  during 
the  ye  ar  -  168  ( 1 41 ) 

Number  of  children  who  received  reinforcing  doses  during  the  year  - 
115  (89) 

Immunity  Index 


Age  on  31 • 12.60. 

(i.e.  born  in  year) 

Under 

1 

I960 

1-4 

1956- 

1959 

5-9 

1954 

1955 

- — - 

10-14 
1 946- 
1950 

- 1 

UNDER  13  ! 

TOTAL  | 

- i 

A.  Number  of  children  whose  last 
course  (primary  or  booster) 
was  completed  in  the  period 
1956  -  I960 

53 

537 

527 

78 

i 

j 

1195 

B.  Number  of  children  whose  last 
course  (primary  or  booster) 
was  completed  in  the  period 
1955  or  earlier 

336 

863 

1201 

1 

C.  Estimated  mid-year  child 
population  (if  known) 

2920 

Immunity  Index  IOO/.A/C  1195 


2920 


Vaccination 

Number  of  persons  who  received  a  primary  vaccination  during  the  year 
150  (119) 

Number  of  persons  who  were  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  -  13  (4) 
x  Figures  in  brackets  show  the  numbers  for  the  previous  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  47,  &  AMENDMENT  ACT  1951 

These  sections  place  on  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health  the 
responsibility  of  obtaining  compulsory  powers  for  the  removal  to  institutions 
of  persons  v/ho  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  No  statutory  action  was 
necessary  during  i960. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  C  IRCUHSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 .  Water  Supply 

Part  III  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  was  commenced  in  August  1959 
and  by  the  end  of  i960  was  virtually  complete.  The  programme  was  carried  out 
in  three  main  sections  and  in  all  approximat e ly  49  miles  of  main  was  laid. 

Section  1  -  From  Rushwick  to  Bransford  and  Ednoll,  Leigh. 

Section  2  -  Over  Knight sford  Bridge  to  Suckley,  and  through  Lulsley  to 

Alfrick  and  Longley  Green.  Also  to  Leigh  and  Leigh  Sinton. 

Section  3  -  From  Hundred  House,  Great  Witley  to  Shelsley  Beauchamp,  Shelsley 
Kings  and  Shelsley  Walsh,  and  on  to  Clifton-on-Teme . 

Spun  iron  pipes  were  used  for  the  bridge  crossings  over  the  Teme  at 
Bransford  and  Khightwick .  With  the  construction  of  the  new  bridge  at 

Knightsford,  it  was  possible  to  lay  them  straight  over  the  old  bridge  which 
is  now  only  used  for  pedestrian  access. 

A  study  of  the  table  on  pp  10&27,  shows  that  there  is  now  only  one  parish, 
Sapey,  without  mains  water  supply  and  a  considerable  number  of  houses  (500  or 
more)  have  been  connected  since  1959  in  all  the  other  parishes  in  the  District. 
It  is  estimated  that  62  per  cent  of  domestic  premises  adjacent  to  mains  were 
connected  at  31st  I  larch  I96I.  Nearly  two  hundred  tappings,  including 
business  and  agricultural  premises,  had  been  made  but  not  yet  connected,  and 
further  applications  are  bound  to  follow  the  various  extensions  which  are 
being  added  to  the  scheme.  This  is  very  encouraging  as  it  does  mean  that 
many  of  the  old  wells  which  were  condemned  as  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory 
ore  falling  into  disuse.  It  has  been  agreed  that  High  Lane,  Lower  Sapey 
should  be  supplied  from  the  Tenbury  area  via  mains  laid  by  Bromyard  Rural 
District  Council,  so  this  parish  will  not  be  neglected.  A  considerable  number 
of  extensions  were  included  in  a  contract  which  was  approved  by  the  Council  in 
September  i960,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  contractors  will  be  able  to  carry 
straight  on  with  this  work  during  I96I. 

No  date  has  yet  been  settled  for  the  transfer  of  the  Water  Undertaking 
to  the  proposed  North-West  'Worcestershire  Water  Board,  but  the  position  has  now 
been  reached  where  no  part  of  the  Rural  District  should  have  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  satisfactory  supply  of  wholesome  water  after  the  appointed  day. 


2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

There  were  no  maj'or  works  in  hand  during  the  year  but  considerable  thought 
was  given  to  the  preparation  of  schemes  in  villages  where  they  are  most  needed 
due  to  the  introduction  of  piped  water. 

Ministry  approval  is  awaited  for  a  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Grimley,  with 
improvements  to  the  existing  sewage  works  at  Hallow,  and  it  is  hoped  this  work 
will  commence  shortly.  The  Consulting  Engineers  have  also  drafted  out  a 
scheme  for  Bransford  and  Leigh  Sinton  with  a  disposal  works  situated  on  a  site 
south-east  of  Bransford  Chapel. 

Discussions  also  took  place  with  the  County  Council  concerning  the  drainage 
arrangements  for  the  proposed  new  secondary  school  at  Hartley.  It  was 
eventually  agreed  that  a  private  works  would  have  to  be  constructed  in  a 
position  which  would  be  favourable  for  connection  to  the  sewers  when  a  new 
village  scheme  was  carried  out. 


8. 


Consideration  was  given  to  improved  drainage  arrangements  at  five 
Council  house  sites  as  part  of  the  scheme  for  modernisation.  The  sites 
inspected  were  - 

(1)  Shoulton  Lane,  Hallow. 

(2)  Berringtons,  Astley. 

(3)  Yew  Tj  ree,  Hillhampton. 

(4)  Rrickley  Bungalows,  Hartley. 

(5)  Abingdons,  Y/ic  hen  ford. 

In  the  case  of  (l)  and  (2),  short  lengths  of  sewer  are  possible  to 
connect  them  into  existing  sewers.  Improved  septic  tank  drainage  with 
suitable  disposal  of  effluent  are  planned  for  (3),  (4)  and  (5). 


9.  • 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


The  following  table  shows  the  housing  work  carried  out  in  the 
during  the  year:- 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

( 1 )  by  the  Local  Authority  . 

(2)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 


1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  Act  or  Housing  Acts) . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  One  above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

hab  it  at  ion  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers . 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 


A 

(1) 

(2) 


B 

(1) 

(2) 


Proceedings  under  Sections  9  &  10  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs . 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

by  owners  . 

by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

by  owne rs  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ... 

by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . 


District 


6 

31 


54 

81 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

33 

28 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


1 


1 

Nil 


11. 


C  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17  &  23  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made .  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders .  2 

(3)  Number  of  (dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

were  accepted#  •••  « . .  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••#  •••  2 


D  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

(1)  Number  of  separate  dwellings,  parts  of  a  dwelling  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

ni&de  •••  . . .  . . .  ••#  #  #  #  •••  •••  #  #  #  •••  #  •  •  1 1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings,  parts  of  a  dwelling  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  dwelling  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . .  Nil 


4.  Housing  Act , 

(a) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(b) 

(c) 

(i). 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  ye ar  #  #  #  •••  •••  •••  . . .  •••  ••• 


<  Not 

* *  *  * \ known 

•  •  •  / 


Nil 


Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  3 

,ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. . 16 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 

previously  relieved . . Nil 


SLIM  CLEARANCE  IROGRAMME 

(As  shown  in  Appendix  to  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Returns) 

1/1/33  ~  31/12/60 


Year 


Demolished 


Closed  Total 


1953  4 

1956  8 

1957  6 

1958  2 

1939  1 

I960  2 


4 

3 

7 

6 

3 


8 

11 

13 

8 

4 

2 


23 


12. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  Inspection 

Routine  inspection  of  all  meat  slaughtered  at  the  two  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  District  was  carried  out  during  i960.  A  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Minister  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958  in  November 
and  has  now  been  approved  w.e.f.  the  appointed  day  (i.e.  1st  July  I96I). 

The  Council  v/ere  willing  to  alloy/  one  of  the  slaughterhouse  owners  to  bring 
his  premises  up  to  standard;,  but  he  has  now  declared  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  do  so.  The  other  owner  is  making  arrangements  for  his  animals  to  be 
slaughtered  at  Worcester  abattoir.  Worcester  City  have  agreed  in  principle 
to  provide  facilities  for  the  District  at  their  new  abattoir  when  erected. 


Food  Inspection 

Further  details  on  the  inspection  of  food  premises  are  included  in  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  report  (page  33  )„ 


Carcasses  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


1 

1 

Cattle 

exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

— 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep! 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

102 

- 

2 

457 

117 

- 

Number  inspected 

102 

- 

2 

457 

117 

- 

All  disease  except  Tuberculosis 

1 

&  Cyst ice rci 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

10 

- 

- 

40 

7 

- 

9.8 

- 

8.9 

6.0 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

. 

. 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.85 

- 

Cysticercosis 

.98 

- 

- 

- 

! 

13. 


SECTION  F 


IREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence 
occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year:- 


of  notifiable  disease  which 


14 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  i960 


Not; 

cases 

1 

Deaths  + 

Age 

Period 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

M 

|  P 

M 

P 

 -  .  -  .  . 

M 

P 

M 

F 

0 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

15 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

L  .  .  .  .  „ 

1 

- 

45 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55 

_ 

f 

— 

i  . 

- 

65  & 
Over 

2 

•  - - 

. 

““ 

1 

. 

- 

Totals 

3  ' 

1 

2 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

i 

- 

+  Compiled  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register  and 
Local  Registrar’s  Death  Returns 


Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Year 

l 

1 

Pulmonary  i Non- Pulmonary 

Annual  j 
Totals 

M 

P  , 

j 

M 

P 

i 

1950 

33 

27 

15 

18  | 

93 

1951 

34 

28 

16 

18 

96 

1952 

37 

33 

13 

15 

98 

1953 

34 

36 

12 

13 

95 

1954 

27 

41 

11 

11 

90 

1955 

31 

42 

9 

11 

93 

1956 

36 

41 

9 

13 

99 

1957 

32 

33 

4 

7 

76 

1958 

26 

31 

4 

5 

66 

1959 

32 

31 

4 

5 

72 

I960 

1 

31 

29 

2 

4 

j  66 

B.C.G-.  Vaccination 

Worcestershire  County  Council  operate  a  scheme  for  the  preventive 
innoculation  of  all  children  leaving  school.  The  majority  of  parents  agree 
to  have  their  children  done,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  scheme  has  met  with 
considerable  success.  This  is  a  valuable  protective  measure  against 
tuberculosis. 


15 


MORTUARY  ACCOM. DHAT  ION 


It  is  a  duty  of  every  local  authority  to  provide  (or  make  suitable 
alternative  arrangements)  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  who  have  died 
in  their  district  from  other  than  natural  causes.  These  cases  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Coroner  who  may  order  a  post  mortem  or  hold 
an  inquest. 

In  past  years  such  cases  have  been  taken  to  Droitwich,  Stourport  or 
Worcester.  As  the  result  of  the  Droitwich  Borough  Council  giving  notice 
that  their  mortuary  would  have  to  be  closed  as  unsuitable,  consideration 
was  given  to  the  provision  of  accommodation  at  the  Red  House,  Hartley. 

A  very  satisfactory  mortuary  has  now  been  provided  by  the  conversion 
of  suitable  buildings,  and  consists  of  a  wait ing  room,  viewing  room  and 
mortuary  room  with  table,  wash  basins  and  suitable  drainage  to  sewer. 

Agreement  has  now  been  reached  with  Droitwich  Borough  and  Rural 
District  for  them  to  transfer  their  cases  to  the  Hartley  mortuary  at  an 
appropriate  per  capita  charge. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


1 

Premises 

1 

— 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

Written  j Occupiers 
notices  1  prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sectiois 
1 ,2,3,4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . . . . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority . . 

4 

4 

! 

I 

i 

—  i  — 

i 

i 

47 

20 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out -workers’ 
premises) . . 

— 

1 

_ 

Total 

51 

24  ! 

'  i 

2.  Cngss  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particular's 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred 
To  H.M.  ,By  H.M. 

I  Found  .  Reme  die  din  spec  tori  Inspector. 


|  Number  of 
!  cases  in 
)  which 
prosecutions 
were 


instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

i 

- 

- 

i - 

i 

1 

1 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) . 

} 

-  j 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

i 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) . 

1 

-  i 

i 

- 

i 

! 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) . 

'  j 

__  l 

1 

- 

I 

...  - 

i 

i 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) . 

i 

■  i 

» 

- 

“ 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
( a)  Insufficient  ......... 

1 

-  i 

j 

j 

- 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective . . . 

i 

4  ! 

j 

4 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

”  i 

| 

“ 

. 

■ 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  OutWork) ...... 

I 

I 

-  ! 

_ 

t 

" 

Total 

k  ! 

\ 

4 

i 

. 

— 

_ 

17. 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110  Section  111 

|  No.  of  ■  No.  of  i  No.  of 
out-  cases  of  j prose cu- 

Nature  j  workers  default  ; tions  for 

of  in  August  jin  sending)  failure 

Work  j  list  1  lists  to  to  supply 

:  required  >  the  j  lists 

by  Section!  Council  j 

1  1 0{  1 )  ( 0 )  1 

No.  of 
inst  ances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

.   . 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

— 

i 

j  Wearing)  Making  \ 
apparel)  etc. 

)  Cleaning;!  -  j  - 

)  and 

)  Washing  i 

!  ! 

' 

r 

1 

_ 
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HARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER,  SURVEYOR  &  CHEF  BJBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


1 ,  The  Ty thing, 
Worcester. 

Seiotember,  I96I. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Hartley 

Air.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  my 
Department  as  related  to  the  administration  of  the  Rural  District  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  I960. 

Before  commenting  on  the  report  I  should  like  to  take  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  gratitude  and  appreciation  of  the  kindly  advice,  help  and 
consideration  afforded  to  me  by  the  retiring  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  Dr.  B.G.  Goodwin.  Dr.  Goodwin  was  appointed  Chairman  of  that 
Committee  in  1937  and-  since  that  time  has  guided  the  Committee  through  the 
intricacies  of  Public  Health  and  Housing  Act  procedure,  and,  without  his 
assistance  and  encouragement,  I  am  sure  that  I,  and  my  predecessor,  would 
have  found  less  satisfaction  in  our  work. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  dealt  with  under  the  Planning 
Acts  and  Building  Byelaws  has  practically  doubled  and  the  administrative  work 
involved  has  strained  the  resources  of  both  technical  and  clerical  staff. 

The  subsequent  increase  in  the  number  of  private  houses  under  construction, 
together  with  other  building  work  on  existing  premises  following  Improvement 
Grants,  has  caused  the  time  required  for  building  inspection  to  be  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  other,  and  equally  important  work,  has  suffered. 

This  increase  in  building  shows  no  sign  of  abatement  and  could  easily  increase 
if  planning  restrictions  are  relaxed  to  allow  further  development  of  land  in 
the  district. 

The  number  of  premises  enjoying  a  mains  water  supply  rose  during  the 
year,  approximately  half  the  population  now  being  supplied.  There  is  likely 
to  be  a  steady  increase  in  this  number  in  I96I  when  the  scheme  is  completed 
and  all  mains  are  operative.  The  quantity  of  water  extracted  from  the  bore¬ 
holes  rose  by  50  per  cent  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  pumping  and 
rest  levels  of  the  water  remained  constant. 

With  the  mains  water  scheme  nearing  completion  one  of  the  major  public 
services  required  in  the  district  has  been  provided  and  the  attention  of  the 
Council  is  now  being  focussed  on  the  problem  of  sewage  disposal.  Whilst 
this  is  very  necessary  in  many  villages,  probably  the  greatest  need  as  voiced 
by  the  ratepayers  is  for  an  improved  service  of  refuse  collection  in  the  less 
densely  populated  parishes. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  and 
consideration  afforded  to  me  by  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  various 
Committees  which  I  attend. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  L.  PRATT 

Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector. 
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1. 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLAINING  AND  BUILDING  BLBLAWS 


The  duties  delegated  to  the  Council  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts  continued  to  he  carried  out.  The  number  of 
cases  of  ’’difference  of  opinion"  between  the  Council  and  the  County  Planning 
Officer  increased  out  of  proportion  with  the  increased  number  of  planning 
applications.  Eight  cases  were  considered  by  the  County  Planning  Committee, 
four  of  which  were  decided  in  favour  of  the  Council,  three  in  favour  of  the 
County  Planning  Officer  and  one  being  deferred. 


The  following  appeals  against  decisions  of  the  Planning  Authority  were 
made  during  the  year:- 


(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

(a) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 
(d) 
00 


Residential  development,  Witley  Court 
Erection  of  pre- fabricated  bungalow,  Holt 
Residential  development,  Ambrose  Farm,  Broadheath 
Residential  development,  Hallow  Road,  Broadheath 
Use  of  premises  for  light  industry,  Doddenham 
Erection  of  bungalow,  Cothe ridge 
Erection  of  bungalow,  Broadheath 
Erection  of  pre-fabricated  bungalow,  Holt 
Residential  development,  Holt 
Residential  development,  Witley  Court 
Residential  development,  Broadheath  Common 


Appeal  dismissed 

If 


upheld 

dismissed 


upheld 

dismissed 


Six  cases  of  unauthorised  development  were  reported  and  in  only  one  case 
was  enforcement  action  necessary;  of  the  remainder,  all  were  dealt  with 
satisfactorily  by  informal  action. 

Details  of  applications  to  develop  are  given  in  tabular  form  below: - 


Plans  for 

! 

new  con¬ 
struction 

I 

Outline 
,  appli¬ 
cations 

Change  of 

1  use  of 
land  and 
buildings 

Total 

, 

Brought  forward  from  1959 

4 

9 

2 

15 

Received  during  i960 

175 

105 

7 

287 

Total  applications 

179 

114 

302 

Appl ic at ions  approve d 

146 

54 

4 

204 

Applications  refused 

6 

45 

54 

Applications  withdrawn 

3 

6 

1 

.  . 

10 

Applications  outstanding 

24 

9 

1 

34 

Total 

179 

— 

114 

9 

CM 

O 

In  addition,  31  applications  for  renewals  of  temporary  planning 
permissions  were  issued  most  of  which  related  to  residential  and  holiday 
caravans  on  single  sites. 
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Applications  under  Building  Bye  lav/ s 


Brought  forward  from  1959 
Received  during  i960 


Applications  approved 
Applications  refused 
Applications  withdrawn 
Applications  outstanding 


1 

227 


228 

212 

2 

3 

11 

228 


The  numbers  of  applications  received  for  consideration  under  the  Planning 
Acts  and  Building  Byelaws  increased  considerably  this  year.  The  work 
entrdfcdin  inspecting  sites,  interviewing  applicants  and  checking  plans  has 
naturally  increased  also  but,  in  addition,  the  shortage  of  building  sites  in 
adjoining  urban  areas  has  increased  the  number  of  informal  requests  for 
advice  and  assistance  from  persons  desiring  to  build.  Speaking  generally 
it  can  be  said  that  the  work  of  administering  the  Planning  Acts  and  Building 
Byelaws  has  doubled  during  the  year  under  review. 


2.  HOUSING 


Provision  of  Housing  Accommodation 


L  .,  !  Private  Houses  j 
■Council  j - - - i  Total 

j  ouses  j  3ubsj3y  others  j 

1  I  I 


No.  of  houses  under 
construction  1.1. 60 

- 

- 

r 

!  24  | 

1 

24 

No.  of  houses  completed 
&  occupied  during  i960 

6 

;  1 

i  31  ; 

37 

No.  of  houses  under 
construction  31 . 1 2. 60 

6 

6 

1  22  ! 

1  1 

34  j 

. . J 

(a)  By  the  Council 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  erecting  single  bedroom  bungalows  for  old 
persons  was  started  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  six  bungalows  at  Bransford 
were  completed  and  four  bungalows  at  Hartley  and  two  at  Astley  were  under 
construction. 
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By  transferring  old  people  from  under- occupied  Council  Houses  and  by 
housing  old  people  from  slum  property,  six  slum  properties  were  dealt  with 
at  Leigh  and  Bransford. 

A  revision  of  the  list  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  was  carried  out 
in  February  and  the  number  on  the  register  at  that  time  was  195>  including 
45  tenants  of  Council  Houses  wishing  to  transfer  to  other  houses  or  parishes. 


(b)  By  Private  Enterprise 

31  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  sixty  per  cent  of 
which  were  erected  on  individual  sites  not  forming  part  of  an  estate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  units  of  accommodation  provided  during 
the  past  thirteen  years: - 


i 

Council 

Houses 

! 

Private 

Houses 

j 

. --j 

i 

Total  j 

j  Year 

i 

Min.  of 
Works 
Licence 

Subsidy 

' 

Private 

Con- 

1 

versions  j 

i 

1948 

51 

- 

25 

8  ! 

84 

1949 

21 

11 

_ 

1 

32 

j  1950 

34 

1 

12 

2 

53 

i  1951- 

35 

2 

3 

3 

4 

47 

|  1952 

6 

2 

9 

7 

8  | 

32 

1953 

36 

4 

2 

21 

- 

63 

1954 

34 

1 

1 

32 

1 

1 

69 

i  1955 

36 

39 

1 

6 

3 

85 

i 

19  56 

14 

1 

55 

3  | 

73 

1957 

- 

57 

3 

60 

1958 

- 

1 

61 

-  ! 

62 

1959 

2 

- 

- 

32 

3  1 

37 

I  i960 

6 

31 

1 

1 

38 

|  Total 

275 

49 

22 

353 

1 

36  '■ 

735 

■  J 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Two  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received  during  the 
year.  In  one  case  a  certificate  was  issued  and  in  the  other  case  an  under¬ 
taking  by  the  owners  was  accepted  and  the  specified  defects  were  rectified. 

It  may  be  seen  from  the  figures  presented  over  the  last  few  years  that  in 
this  District  the  Act  is  not  serving  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  introduced. 
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Improvement  and  Conversion  Grants 


The  following  table  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  applications 
received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  previous  years.  This  increase 
is  due,  no  doubt,  to  increased  advertising  by  the  central  Government  and 
to  the  provision  of  mains  water  throughout  the  rural  district. 

Builders  still  seem  reluctant  to  tender  for  this  type  of  work  and  in 
some  instances  the  estimates  submitted  have  been  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  work  involved. 

The  numbers  of  individual  dwellings  forming  the  subject  of  f ormal 
applications  since  '1950 5  together  with  the  number  completed,  are  gi/en 
below: - 


! - 

i  Year 

Rec 1 vd i 

! 

| 

1 

With¬ 

drawn 

Refused 

i 

< 

Approved 

Out¬ 

standing 

Completed 

Amount  ; 
of  Grant! 

q 

1 

|  1950 

1 

- 

1 

- 

~ 

! 

1 

|  1951. 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

1  1952 

1 

1 

- 

1 

299 

1953 

10  ! 

1 

5 

_ 

| 

1 

1954 

21 

1 

17 

- 

11 

2,920  j 

1955 

41 

5 

3 

36 

- 

29 

7,372 

1956 

36 

- 

1 

33 

2 

22 

5,102 

1957 

35 

- 

2 

30 

3 

32 

8,304 

1958 

41 

_ 

1 

40 

- 

29 

6,597 

1959 

41 

- 

1 

40 

51 

13,119 

i960 

70 

4 

. 

66 

" 

43 

11 ,519 

j  Total 

298 

9 

16 

268 

218 

55,232 

Average  Grant  per  house  -  £264. 

Average  approved  expenditure  per  house  -  £590 

The  total  cost  to  the  Council  of  completed  improvements  to  218  houses, 
based  on  25>  of  the  grants  given,  is  £13*808  or  £63  per  house. 

The  applications  for  grants  to  individual  dwellings  approved  by  the 
Council  since  1950  have  been  analysed  to  show  the  occupation  of  the  dwellings, 
i.e.  whether  owner/occupied  or  tenanted,  and  the  amount  of  work  carried  out 
as  reflected  by  the  cost  and  this  information  is  shown  in  the  table  below :- 

Approved  Applications  for  Grants 


t 

Occupation 

i  No. 

Approved 

expenses  per 

dwelling 

Under  £400 

..  £400-£800 

Over  £800  i 

;  Owner/Occupier 

117 

37 

49 

31  ! 

i  Tenant 

i 

i  151 

52 

75 

.  . 

24 

! 

j  Total 

00 

VO 

CM 

89 

124 

55  j 
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Standard  Grants 


This  grant  is  designed  to  provide  limited  amenities  to  all  types  of 
houses  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  specific  payment  is  available  for  the 
provision  of  sewage  disposal  by  septic  tank,  has  not  proved  very  popular  in 
this  area. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  properties  improved  since  the 
commencement  of  this  grant,  together  with  details  of  amenities  provided,  cost, 
etc. 


!  i 

,  i  Applications 

Y/ork  Completed 

Year  Pec'd  !App'd 

No.  of  Amenities  Provided 

j  Max. 

'  Actual  1 

j(  No .  of  ■  Ow/  T 
jd/ellingsj  i  Oc . , 

dreUingp  ;  Bath  Lav.  j  Hot  ■  W.C. 

Basin:  Water 

!  i  < 

Food  i  Grant 
Store:  AvajLJ- 

|  Grant 
Paid 

.  ...  J 

i  1  ; 

1959  !  3  !  2  i  1 

*  «  1  !  ! 

!  i  1  !  | 

!  “  !  "  j  1  1 

j  £ 

£  i 

i 

* 

- 

!  |  ! 

!  i960  1  13  i  8  !  2 

1 _ 1  1 

i  \ |  j 

7  !  4  i  5  !  6  !  6 

• 

j 

2  |  835 

j 

f 

743 

,■  .  .  ,  ——4 

Council  House  Maintenance  and  Repair 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  Council's  houses  is  carried  out  with 
a  direct  labour  force  of  five  men;  external  painting,  electrical  repairs  and 
some  plumbing  work  being  carried  out  by  contract .  No  contribution  is  made 
from  the  General  Rate  Fund  for  Housing  Repairs. 

During  the  year  all  housing  sites  were  visited  by  members  of  the  Council 
who  were  satisfied  with  the  general  condition  of  the  houses  and  gardens. 

A  pilot  scheme  for  the  erection  of  garages  on  the  larger  housing  estates 
was  approved  in  an  attempt  to  overcome  the  problems  of  the  parking  of  vehicles 
on  verges  and  open  spaces. 


The  modernisation  of  pre-war  houses  was  suspended  during  the  year  but 
schemes  were  approved  to  modernise  14  houses  at  Astley  and  Abberley  in  I96I . 
In  the  majority  of  cases  modernisation  cannot  be  undertaken  until  improved 
sewage  treatment  facilities  have  been  provided  and  schemes  for  several  small 
estates  are  under  consideration. 


External  decoration  was  carried  out  on  the  following  sites  during 
year:- 


Stocks  Lane,  Alfrick 

Berringtons,  Astley 

Church  Lane,  Cothe ridge 

Crown  East  Lane,  Broadheath 

Worcester  Road,  Holt 

7“  14  Bungalows,  Shelsley  Beauchamp 

Walsh  Cottages,  Shelsley  Walsh 

Highfields,  Knightwick 

Council  Houses,  Little  Witley 

1-16  The  Heath,  Hallow 

Heath  Close,  Hallow 


4 

6 

14 

6 

4 

8 

4 

6 

6 

16 

18 


the 
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Re-housing 


During  the  year  22  lettings  of  Council  houses  were  made  as  compared 
with  15  in  1958  and  25  in  1959.  Of  these  lettings,  9>  or  36  per  cent, 
were  made  to  families  recommended  on  public  health  grounds  for  the  following 
reasons:- 

Medical  Overcrowding  Structurally  Slum  Clearance 

Defective 

Houses 

3  6 

No  house  was  allocated  specifically  to  a  tuberculosis  patient. 


Slum  Clearance 

Details  of  properties  dealt  with  are  contained  in  Section  D  of  the 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  parishes  of  Leigh  and 
Bransford  consequent  upon  the  erection  of  old  peoples  bungalows.  Further 
consideration  is  being  given  to  the  erection  of  more  of  these  bungalows 
in  various  parishes  in  an  attempt  to  rehouse  elderly  people  living  in  sub¬ 
standard  property  or  under-occupying  large  Council  houses  but  the  number 
of  sites  suitable  for  this  type  of  development  is  limited. 


3.  SEYffiRAG-E  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Maintenance  work  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  all  treatment 
works  and  sewers  by  a  mobile  staff  of  two  men.  In  general  the  condition 
of  the  works  and  the  quality  of  the  effluents  produced  is  satisfactory 
with  one  notable  exception  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  matter  will  be 
corrected  when  the  new  plant  is  installed  at  Hallow. 

Trouble  has  been  experienced  at  the  treatment  works  in  Jury  Lane, 
Hartley  where  considerable  quantities  of  subsoil  water  have  been  gaining 
access  to  the  sewer  and  underground  chambers.  Corrective  measures  would 
be  expensive  and  as  the  plant  is  already  overloaded  and  there  is  a  need 
for  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  whole  of  Mart ley  village,  it  is  felt 
that  further  expenditure  is  not  justified  and  temporary  remedial  work  is 
to  be  carried  out. 

The  plant  at  Astley  has  now  completed  its  first  year's  operation  and 
the  results  have  proved  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  A  greater  volume  of 
sewage  would,  however,  improve  the  functioning  of  the  plant. 
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Treatment  works  of  varying  sizes  are  now  in  operation  at:- 


Abberley 
Alfrick 
Astley 
Broadheath 
Clift on-on-T eme 


Cothe ridge 
Hallow 
Holt 
Hartley 
Lower  Wick 


Sapey  Pitchard 
Suckle y 
Wichenford 
Wit  ley ,  Great 
Witley,  Little 


In  addition,  over  50  septic  tanks  deal  with  drainage  from  small 
Council  estates.  Many  of  these  are  due  for  improvement  and  will  he  dealt 
with  under  the  modernisation  scheme  for  Council  houses  or  will  eventually 
he  superseded  hy  comprehensive  village  schemes. 


House  Drainage 


The  following  new  drainage  installations  were  approved  and  installed 
during  the  year:- 


Septic  Tanks 

Connections  to  public  sewer 
Connections  to  private  treatment  plants 

Total 


U.D.C.  were  hired  frequently  during  the  year;  septic  tanks  to  71  private 
houses  and  settlement  tanks  to  21  treatment  plants  on  Council  housing  estates 
were  emptied  during  the  year;  in  the  former  case  the  cost  was  re-charged  to 
the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  property. 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  public  sewers, 
etc.,  in  each  parish  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  life di cal  Officer  of 
Health. 


New  Houses 

Exist  ing 

House  s 

Total 

11 

49 

60 

13 

19 

32 

12 

6 

18 

— 

— 

— 

36 

74 

110 

— 

— 

,D.Q.  apd  Stourqor 

A.  WATER  SUPPLY 


Private  Supplies 

No  shortage  of  drinking  water  occurred  during  the  year.  26  samples 
from  wells  and  springs  were  submitted  for  examination  of  which  18  were 
un  sat i sf ac t  ory  b  ac  t  e  rio logic  ally . 
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Public  Supplies 


Details  of  the  number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains  are 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  these  are 
analysed  in  the  table  below 

Mains  Water  Supply  -  Provision  to  Premises  -  31. 12.60 


Houses  in  Parish 

i 

Metered 

Supplies 

Parish 

Tot  al  Ad j ac e  ntConne  c t e dConne  c t e d 
31.12.6D  to  ito  mains  to  mains  i 

;  mains  '31. 12. 59  '31.12.60  [ 

A  i  B  »  |  i 

Totals  ! 

j 

as  /o  as  /o] 
of  of 

A  B  ! 

Busi-  Agri-  Taxghs! 

ness  cultural 

•  * 

1 

i  i  i 

1 

1 

Abberley 

160 

134  j 

75  ! 

88 

55 

65  , 

5 

9  1  ! 

Alfrick 

143 

132 

1 

2  ; 

- 

1  !  '  1 

iAstley 

354 

253  1 

135 

142 

40 

56 

11 

21  6  j 

Bransford 

83 

68 

43 

52 

63 

j 

2 

1  :  -  ! 

;  1 

Broadheath 

303 

285 

167 

186 

61 

65 

7 

16  10  ! 

Broadwas 

92 

76  j 

42  j 

48 

52 

63 

1 

8  :  5  j 

|01ifton-?n-e 

135 

110 

1 

100  ! 

101 

75 

92 

6 

7  1  1 

Co the ridge 

73 

64 

J 

40 

43 

60 

67 

8  !  1 

jpoddenham 

i 

72 

48 

j 

29  1 

32 

44 

66 

3 

1  !  2 

brimley 

183 

135 

84 

100 

55 

74 

7 

12  !  12  1 

! 

Hallow 

372 

347  [ 

253  | 

297 

80 

86 

15 

16  i  4 

» 

Hillhampton 

33 

28 

8 

1 

13 

40 

46 

3  ;  - 

Holt 

121 

104 

56 

62 

51 

60 

5 

11  1 

Kenswick 

9 

2 

1 

2 

22 

100 

2  j  2 

Knightwick 

40 

36 

10 

25 

30 

“ 

-  !  -  I 

•“Leigh 

309 

VO 

CO 

CM 

i 

38 

1 2 
le- 

13 

_ 

_ 

Lulsley 

41 

38 

i 

31 

76 

82 

1 

3  !  1 

[Hartley 

302 

233 

153 

159 

53 

68 

11 

14  5 

jSt .  John  Gbunty  31 7 

308 

247 

264 

83 

86 

6 

10  3 

iSapey  Ht  chard  49 

18 

_ 

- 

1 

jShelsLey 

1 

i 

Beauchamp  59 

41 

4 

7 

10 

_ 

-  1  - 

;She  1  si  ey  ling  s  68 

55 

- 

-  ;  - 

[She  Is  ley  Walsh  13 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

f 

(Shrawley 

| 

149 

116 

74 

84 

57 

72 

6 

13  j  1 

Suckley 

163 

119 

24 

15 

20 

- 

-  i  1 

Wichenford 

126 

118 

,  71 

89 

70 

75 

3 

18  ;  9  | 

Wit ley,  Gt. 

126 

93 

i  62 

66 

!  52 

71 

4 

» 

2  !  1  ] 

Wit ley,  Lt. 

60 

50 

1  38 

1 _ 

38 

63 

76 

1  1 

1 

6  1  | 

3955 

— 

3305 

1634 

1966 

— 

'  50 

60 

t - 

194- 

182  |  67 

1 

Percentage  of  total  premises  in  Parishes  which  are  adjacent  to  mains  -  84- 
Percentage  of  total  premises  in  District  which  are  connected  to  mains-  50 
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Monthly  Pumping  -  1 960 

( in  thousands  of  gallons) 


Astley 

Clifton 

Total 

January 

5121 

247 

5368 

February 

4706 

232 

4938 

March 

5245 

248 

5493 

April 

5602 

240 

5842 

May 

8OO9 

248 

8257 

June 

9931 

240 

10171 

July 

9468 

228 

9696 

August 

8926 

258 

9184 

September 

778 5 

243 

8028 

October 

7954 

270 

8224 

November 

8744 

250 

8994 

December 

9073  • 

162 

9235 

Total 

90564 

2866 

93430 

Total  I960  - 

93,430,000 

gallons. 

Total  1959  - 

61,949,000  gallons. 

Domestic  Use 


Trade  Use 


-  61,027,000  gallons. 


Amount  supplied  by  meter  during  year 

Agricultural 

Business 

Bulk  Supply,  Stourport  U.D.C, 

Total 


18,5*17,000  gallons 
10,580,000  gallons 
3,306,000  gallons 


-  32,403,000  gallons 


Number  of  meters  in  use  at  . 12.60  -  276 

Estimated  consumption  per  head  of  population  supplied  - 

Domestic  -  25  gallons  per  day 

Trade  -  13  gallons  per  day 


Comprehensive  Scheme 

Parts  I  and  II 

Mains  in  the  parishes  covered  by  Parts  I  and  II  of  the  scheme  were 
all  in  use  and  were  working  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

The  final  account  for  Part  II  showed  a  small  saving  of  £2,607  on 
the  contract  figure  of  £66,293* 
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Part  xlx 


Mainlaying  in  the  parishes  covered  by  this  part  of  the  scheme 
continued  throughout  the  year  and  was  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Approval  was  given  to  the  carrying  out  of  11  small  extensions  in 
various  parishes,  with  a  total  length  of  approximately  11  miles  of  3-inch 
diameter  mains  involved.  This  work  was  to  be  carried  out  as  an  extension 
of  the  contract  for  Part  III. 

Ministry  approval  was  given  for  a  supply  of  water  to  the  High  Lane, 
Lower  Sapey  to  be  afforded  by  Tenbury  R.D.C.  via  mains  to  be  laid  in  the 
Bromyard  Rural  District  by  the  Herefordshire  Water  Board. 


Regrouping  of  Water  Undertakings 

Little  progress  was  made  in  the  formation  of  the  proposed  North-West 
Worcestershire  Water  Board  during  the  year.  Disagreement  arose  between 
some  constituent  authorities  regarding  preferential  charges  for  water  and, 
despite  attempts  by  the  County  Council  to  mediate,  no  agreement  was 
reached.  The  matter  has  been  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  but  it  is  unlikely  that  the  Board  will  be  in  operation 
before  April  19 62. 


General 

Pour  burst  mains  were  repaired  during  the  year,  two  at  Broadheath, 
one  at  Hartley  and  one  at  Broadwas.  One  burst  service  pipe  had  to  be 
repaired. 

During  December  the  small  village  supply  at  Clifton-on-Teme  was 
connected  up  to  the  comprehensive  scheme  and  the  pumping  station  taken  out 
of  operation.  The  original  scheme  is  believed  to  have  been  installed 
before  1900  and  the  supply  was  derived  from  a  spring. 

The  rest  and  pumping  levels  of  the  boreholes  at  Astley  remained 
constant  even  during  the  period  of  peak  demand  in  the  months  of  June  and 
July.  The  greatest  daily  output  of  the  pumps  during  this  period  was 
343,000  gallons  as  compared  with  an  average  daily  output  for  the  year  of 
248,000  gallons. 

Samples  of  water  taken  direct  from  the  boreholes  and  also  from  mains 
in  use  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory  bacteriologically,  having  no 


coliform  bacilli 

.  or  faecal  coli  present. 

A  chemical 

analysis  of  the 

water  showed 

a  reduction 

in  the  hardness 

and  comparitive 

figures  are  as 

follows . 

Year 

Hardness 

Calcium  as  Ca 

Non- c  arbonat  e 

Carbonate 

Total 

1937 

95 

180 

275 

57.7 

i960 

90 

170 

260 

- 

1961 

85 

165 

250 

56.1 

V  .•*  _ _ _ _ _ 

Parts  per  million 

The  water  has  no  plumbo- solvent  action. 
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Water  Supply  to  Council  Houses 


No  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the  year  from  any  of  the 
small  "boreholes  or  wells  supplying  groups  of  houses. 

With  the  completion  of  the  comprehensive  water  supply  schemes, 
existing  "borehole  schemes  are  "being  linted  to  the  mains  and  standpipes  or 
taps  inside  the  houses  provided  as  quickly  as  possible  where  wells  and 
springs  are  the  source  of  supply. 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  in  connecting  up  Council  houses 
to  the  mains  supply: - 


Progress  in  Supply  of  Mains  Water  to  Council  Houses 


As  at 

31.12.59 

Provided  i960 

Parish 

Pull  Service  Standpipe 

Full  Service 

Standpipe 

Abberley 

- 

Suffolk  Lane 

14 

Astley 

— 

Berringtons 

Sandhampton 

22 

4 

Broadheath 

— 

Grange  Road 

Crown  East  Lane 

49 

6 

Broadwas 

- 

Weston  Hill 

4 

Clifton 

- 

The  Village 

12 

Old  Road 

6 

Hope  Lane 

5 

Cotheridge 

■  - 

Church  Lane 

14 

Other ton  Lane 

2 

Doddenham 

- 

Darbys  Green 

6 

Grimley 

- 

Sinton  Green 
'Walton  Lane 

10 

4 

Hallow 

- 

The  Heath 

Ladygo 

45 

4 

Clayhill 

8 

Hillhampton 

- 

Yew  Tree 

4 

1  &  2  Hillhampton 

2 

Holt 

The  Heath 

20 

Leigh 

— 

Suffield 

4 

Suffield  Close 

4 

Lulsley 

- 

Council  Houses 

4 

Mart ley 

- 

Jury  Lane 

Berrow  Green 

34 

2 

Willow  Lane 

4 

Prickley  Lane 

4 

St .  John 

County 

- 

Crown  East 

4 

Shelsley 

- 

11-14  Shelsley 

Beauchamp 

4 

Shrawley 

— 

New  Inn  Lane 

6 

Rectory  Lane 

6 

Pound  Meadow 

2 

Suckley 

- 

Airey  Houses 

16 

Wichenford 

— 

Queen's  Estate 

30 

♦ 

Boxleys 

2 

Wit ley,  Lt. 

- 

Well  Lane 

16 

Wit ley,  Gt. 

- 

The  Glebe 

14 

Stourport  Road 


7 


Totals  -  House  Supply  -316 
Standpipes  -  88 

404 


5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 


( a)  Refuse  Collection 

No  change  in  the  scheme  of  refuse  collection  was  made  during  the  year 
and  the  following  collections  were  made:- 


Fortnightly  collection  of 

all  house  refuse 


Two-monthly  collection 

of  incombustible  refuse 


Pari she  s  of : -  Bro  adhe  at h 

Hallow 

Clifton- o n- T e me 

Bransford 

St.  John  County 

Grimley 

Holt 

Parts  of  Parishes 

of:-  Alfrick 

Suckley 
Hartley 
Leigh 


Parishes  of:-  Abberley 
Astley 
Cotheridge 
Doddenham 
Hillhampton 
Kenswick 
Knight wick 
Lulsley 
Sapey  Pitchard 
Shelsley  Beauchamp 
Shelsiey  Kings 
Shelsley  Mai sh 
Shrawley 
wxchenford 
Great  Wit  ley 
Little  Witley 

Farts  of 

Parishes  of:-  Alfrick 
Hartley 
Leigh 
Suckley 


This  scheme  of  collection  is  maintained  with  a  labour  force  of  3  men 
and  two  10  cu.yd. ,  side-loading  tipping  vehicles. 


Consideration  was  again  given  to  a  scheme  for  fortnightly  collection 
over  the  whole  district  but  the  Council  decided  that  a  further  expenditure 
amounting  to  a  sevenpenny  rate  could  not  be  undertaken  at  this  time. 
However,  with  the  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  in  the 
district  it  is  felt  that  the  provision  of  an  extra  vehicle  and  crew  will 
be  needed  in  the  fairly  near  future. 


The  need  for  this  is  emphasised  at  times  of  sickness  and  holidays 
when  it  is  found  impossible  to  keep  to  the  published  schedules  and  even 
with  overtime  working  it  is  only  with  very  great  difficulty  that  lost 
ground  can  be  made  up. 
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(b)  Refuse  Storage 


The  Council  continued  to  encourage  the  use  of  suitable  dustbins  by 
selling  to  the  public  at  cost  price  plus  a  small  delivery  charge.  43  bins 
were  sold  during  the  year.  It  is  felt  that  the  desirability  of  using 
standard  bins  cannot  be  too  strongly  emiohasised  for,  apart  from  the  obvious 
objections  on  health  grounds  to  using  unsuitable  containers,  the  extra  work 
necessitated  by  this  practice  raises  equally  strong  objections  on  economy 
grounds.  Y/hen  the  Council  decide  to  institute  a  more  frequent  collection 
the  powers  available  for  securing  the  use  of  a  standard  dustbin  should  be  used. 

( c)  Refuse  Disposal 

The  following  refuse  tips  are  now  in  use:- 


Clifton-on-Teme 

G-rimley 

Leigh 

Hartley 


Steps  Farm 
Old  Gravel  Pit 
Braces  Farm 
The  Old  Brickyard 


The  tips  at  Braces  Farm  and  Old  Brickyard  are  now  nearly  full  and 
alternative  sites  in  these  areas  are  urgently  required.  Negotiations  are 
in  progress  to  secure  permission  to  use  a  suitable  site  at  Pipe  Elm  Farm, 
Leigh  Sinton  and  to  extend  the  existing  tip  at  the  Old  Brickyard,  Hartley. 

The  success  of  these  negotiations  will  ease  the  situation  for  about  two  years 
but  the  long  term  problem  will  remain. 

The  general  condition  of  the  tips  is  satisfactory.  Bulldozing  has  been 
carried  out  and  in  the  main  the  tipped  refuse  has  been  covered  though  the 
cost  of  cover  is  now  such,  due  to  transport  charges,  that  it  is  a  constant 
problem  to  secure  a  sufficient  quantity  to  carry  out  the  task  efficiently. 

The  presence  of  large  quantities  of  paper  in  the  refuse  collected  from  the 
more  urban  parishes  of  the  district  has  caused  the  Grimier  tip  to  fire  on 
several  occasions.  Labour  cannot  be  afforded  to  sort  out  this  paper  so 
that  the  hazard  will  continue.  Fortunately  the  site  is  such  that  no  great 
nuisance  is  caused. 

Frequent  spraying  with  Malathion  has  produced  satisf actor y  insect 
control  on  each  of  the  tips  and  regular  rodent  treatments  are  carried  out. 


6.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Ice-cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale 
Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  . 


•  •  • 


Nil 


67 


Pre-packed  ice-cream  only  is  sold  from  all  premises  and  this  is 
contained  in  refrigerators;  facilities  for  hand-washing,  etc.  are 
provided  at  all  premises. 
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Food  Premises 


The  following  food  premises  are  in  use  in  the  district :- 

( a)  Unregistered 

Food  Shops 

Butchers  Shops  .  2 

Other  Food  Shops. .  44 

0  3-1  es. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inns,  Hotels  and  Public  Houses  .  37 

(b)  Registered 

Slaughterhouse  s .  2 

Bakehouses .  3 

Ice-cream  manufacturers .  Nil 

Ice-cream  retailers .  67 

Inspection  of  Registered  Premises 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  of  registered  and  other  premises 


have  been  carried  out  during  the  year:- 

Slaughterhouses .  101 

Ice-cream  manufacturers .  Nil 

Ice-cream  retailers  .  67 

Butchers  Shops  .  15 

Food  Shops .  44 

0  af  es.  ...  ...  . . .  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses .  12 

Inns,  Hotels  and  Public  Houses  .  21 


Generally  speaking,  all  premises  are  kept  clean  and  provided  with 
adequate  sanitary  accommodation  and  hand  washing  facilities  for  the 
employees. 

Slaughterhouse  s 

Post  mortem  inspection  of  all  animals  killed  at  the  two  licensed 
slaughterhouses  within  the  district  continued  throughout  the  year.  The 
quality  of  the  meat  remained  consistently  high. 

All  meat  that  was  found  to  be  unfit  was  stained  and  disposed  of  to 
approved  dealers  or  destroyed  as  appropriate. 

As  required  by  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958,  a  report  of  slaughtering 
facilities  within  the  Rural  District  has  been  prepared.  The  principal 
factors  emerging  from  the  report  are:- 

i.  That  neither  of  the  two  slaughterhouses  within  the 
district  complies  with  the  new  construction  regulations. 

ii.  That  the  owner  of  the  premises  at  Broadwas  does  not 
consider  the  considerable  expense  required  to  modernise 
his  slaughterhouse  justified  and  therefore  proposes  to 
discontinue  slaughtering  after  1st  July  1961. 
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iii.  That  the  owner  of  the  Abberley  slaughterhouse  proposes 
to  modernise  his  premises. 

iv.  That  any  slaughtering  at  present  carried  on  in  the  district 
can  easily  be  done  at  the  central  slaughterhouse  in  Worcester. 

v.  That  the  expected  future  requirements  of  the  district  can  be 
adequately  served  by  existing  slaughtering  arrangements  in 
the  towns  adjoining  the  district. 

The  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  his  approval. 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  animals  inspected  and  those  found  to  be 
diseased  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Milk  Production 

The  duties  remaining  with  the  local  authority  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  1949  were  carried  out  and  all  the  premises  used  are  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district.  15  Dairymen  were 
issued  with  licences  to  retail  milk  all  of  whom  purchase  their  milk  from 
sources  outside  the  district. 

Prom  1st  January  19&1  all  work  in  connection  with  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  previously  carried  out  by  this  Authority  will  be  administered 
by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council. 


Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration 

The  responsibility  for  this  work  rests  with  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council, 


7.  MISCELLANEOUS 


( a)  Mortuary,  Red  House,  Hartley 

The  mortuary  accommodation  provided  by  the  conversion  of  a  garage  and 
store  at  Martley  has  been  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  It  has  been 
little  used,  only  three  bodies  were  accepted  during  the  twelve  months.  It  is 
understood  that  Droitwich  Borough  Council  and  Droitwich  Rural  Council  may 
consider  using  this  building  instead  of  providing  similar  accommodation. 


(b)  Caravans  and  Movable  Dwellings 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1959  came  into  effect 
on  29th  August  I960.  Prom  a  public  health  angle,  the  Act  is  designed  to 
secure  that  all  sites  are  properly  equipped  and  ran.  The  aim  of  the  Act  from 
the  planning  angle  is  to  ensure  that  caravan  sites  are  allowed  where  acceptable 
and  are  not  prohibited  as  a  matter  of  principle. 

A  survey  of  the  District  was  carried  out  during  August  and  September  and 
standards  for  various  types  of  site  were  under  discussion  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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The  planning  aspect  is  somewhat  complicated  and  has  resulted  in  some 
delay  in  issuing  planning  approvals  and  site  licences.  The  County  Planning 
Committee  are  considering  the  general,  policy  and  when  this  has  been  laid 
down  it  is  assumed  that  the  local  authority  will  be  able  to  complete  the 
licensing  of  sites. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  sites,  caravans  etc.  in  the  District 


Total  number  of  caravan  sites  -  59 
Total  number  of  caravans  -  205 
Number  of  residential  caravans  -  46 
Number  of  holiday  caravans  -  1 59 
Number  of  multiple  holiday  sites  -  9 


( c)  Hop  Pickers'  Accommodation 

Inspections  of  barracks  used  to  house  hop  pickers  were  made  during 
the  few  weeks  of  the  hop  picking  season.  The  number  of  pickers  employed 
again  fell  and  it  is  estimated  that  no  more  than  400  occupied  the 
temporary  accommodation  provided.  It  is  noticable  that  the  number  of 
pickers  who  bring  their  own  accommodation  in  the  form  of  caravans  is 
increasing  each  year. 

The  general  condition  of  the  barracks  was  satisfactory.  The  County 
Fire  Brigade  reported  their  satisfaction  with  fire  precautions. 


( d)  Petroleum  Acts 

The  total  number  of  storage  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  73 
and  the  gallonage  involved  was  72,900. 

One  new  installation  was  approved. 

Routine  periodical  inspection  of  all  installations  has  been  carried 
out  and  in  general  the  licencees  are  found  to  be  most  cooperative  and  aware 
of  the  dangers  that  can  arise  in  their  business.  Model  Codes  of  Practice 
have  been  distributed  and  it  is  found  that  these  are  followed  closely. 

The  Council  continued  its  membership  of  the  Yfest  Midlands  Petroleum 
Acts  Administration  Group.  The  availability  of  technical  information  and 
contact  with  specialists  in  this  field  that  is  made  possible  by  membership 
of  the  Group  has  proved  to  be  extremely  useful. 


( e)  Rodent  Control 

The  survey  and  canvass  of  every  farm  and  similar  establishment  in  the 
rural  district  was  completed  during  the  year  in  an  endeavour  to  secure 
annual  contracts  for  rodent  control.  The  response  to  this  campaign  has 
been  disappointing;  in  all  487  premises  were  visited  and  from  these  only 
124  contracts  have  been  secured  covering  147  properties.  The  reasons  for 
this  lack  of  success  are  not  easy  to  define.  However,  two  principal 
factors  do  stand  out.  One  is  a  general  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
farming  community  to  tackle  a  recurrent  problem  in  an  organised  manner, 
especially  when  a  fey/  pounds  of  expenditure  is  involved.  This,  of  course, 
is  no  new  problem  and  it  is  understood  that  a  similar  reluctance  has  been 
experienced  in  the  drive  against  rabbits.  The  second  factor  is  the 
availability  of  proprietary  brands  of  rodent  poison,  the  sales  of  which  are 
being  encouraged  by  the  many  firms  trading  with  farmers.  The  impression 
gained  by  the  farmer  is  that  he  can  thus  do  the  job  more  economically; 
economies  are  not  the  only  consideration  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  a 
consistent  control  of  the  rodent  population  can  be  maintained  by  this 
method. 
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The  fact  remains  that  the  expected  numbers  of  contracts  has  not  been 
obtained  and  the  second  operator  has  therefore  been  employed  for  a  part  of 
his  time  on  other  v/ork.  This  has  proved  to  be  exceedingly  useful  as  the 
resources  of  the  direct  labour  staff  are  stretched  to  the  limit,  especially 
on  sewerage  maintenance,  and  difficulties  have  in  the  past  been  caused  when 
unexpected  work  has  occurred. 


Routine  free  treatments  of  dwellinghouses  were  continued  during  the 
year.  The  rodent  operators  were  also  called  upon  to  deal  with  wasps  nests, 
swarmed  bees,  general  insect  disinfestation,  and  even  one  case  of  a  nuisance 
caused  by  bats. 


The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  wes  as  follows:- 


Type  of  Premises 

(i)  Private  Dwellings 

(ii)  Business  Premises 

(iii)  Local  Authority  Premises 

(iv)  Agricultural  Premises 


Treatments 

Visits 

1189 

50 

117 

112 

225 

801 

1836 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  agricultural  figures  include  the  free 
treatment  given  as  part  of  the  Farm  Contract  Campaign. 


(f )  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire 

The  responsibility  for  this  work  has  now  passed  to  the  Worcester  City 
and  County  Fire  Brigade. 
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